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Application Form 
The Nordic Council of Ministers’ 

Strategy for Sustainable Development 2009–2012

Initiatives in 2011
The Nordic strategy for sustainable development, Sustainable Development: New Bearings for the Nordic Countries, Revised editions with goals and priorities 2009 – 2012
, forms the principal cross-sector framework for the Nordic Council of Ministers’ work on sustainable development. The Nordic Council of Ministers funds projects that support the implementation of the Nordic strategy on sustainable development. The focus in 2011 will be on education for sustainable development and local co-operation on sustainable development. See also Appendix 1: Funding criteria.

The deadline for applications is 1 December 2010. Applications must be in Scandinavian or English. Completed and signed application forms must be sent by e-mail to adviser Mia Rahunen (mira@norden.org), cc Arian Ratkoceri (arra@norden.org). If you have any queries, please contact Mia Rahunen on tel. +45 33 96 02 61.

	1. Project name (in Scandinavian and English)

2. Name of applicant and organisation responsible

3. Date and signature of applicant

4. Type of project 

Enter project type, e.g. workshop, conference, seminar, report, skills enhancement, etc.



	5. Project start date 
6. Project end date
 
	7. Total project budget (DKK)

8. Amount applied for in 2011 (DKK)



	9. Project purpose

Briefly describe the project’s purpose. Answer questions such as: Why this project? What in general do you hope to achieve? Define the success criteria that will be used to determine the extent to which the objectives have been achieved or not. What effects do you hope to achieve with the project?



	10. Project goals 

Describe the project goals, i.e. explain how the purpose is to be achieved and what needs to be delivered in order to fulfil the success criteria. Define the acceptance criteria, i.e. the tangible results that will be achieved by the project. The acceptance criteria should be precise, quantifiable, realistic (achievable with the resources allocated and within the timeframe stipulated) and have fixed timeframe(s) for implementation.



	11. Project limits

Briefly describe the project’s limits. Outline what the project does not cover, i.e. the areas to which it is restricted. Account for any prerequisites, for which the project can not prevail over.


	12. Summary of project description

The summary of the project description must be sufficiently clear and self-explanatory that it can be stand alone in different contexts, e.g. in project catalogues. 



	13. Links to the Nordic sustainable development strategy 2009–2012’s priorities on education for sustainable development and local co-operation on sustainable development
Describe the project’s contribution to implementing the Nordic sustainable development strategy 2009–2012
 and its priorities for education for sustainable development and/or local co-operation (for detailed guidelines, see Appendix 1). 



	14. Multisectoral and innovative
Describe the extent to which the project is multisectoral and how it covers and/or integrates the three aspects of sustainable development (environmental, economic and social). Describe the way(s) in which the project is new and/or innovative.



	15. Nordic synergy
Describe how the project adds value to the Nordic countries, the degree of Nordic co-ordination required, and how the project will meet this need. The most important criterion is that projects that receive funding from the Nordic Council of Ministers must benefit the Nordic countries and the autonomous territories by generating Nordic added value. As a rule, all Nordic activities must a) be activities that would otherwise take place under national auspices, but which would produce tangible, positive effects as joint Nordic solutions; b) manifest and enhance the sense of Nordic community; and/or c) enhance Nordic competences and competitiveness. Co-ordination is a key concept in Nordic co-operation: Nordic projects should strengthen the overall level of expertise and competence in the Region. Nordic co-operation is also characterised by free movement for citizens within the Region. It is therefore important that an assessment is made of the extent to which a project leads to greater mobility and remove cross-border obstacles in the Region.



	16. International impact
Describe how the project will enhance Nordic influence at an international level.



	17. Equality

Describe how the project takes into account gender distribution and/or equality. One objective of the Nordic Council of Ministers’ activities is that the gender and equality perspective is incorporated into all relevant areas of co-operation. Account for the project’s gender perspective if there are differences between the conditions faced by women and men in the subject area. The account must include a description of how the project affects men’s and women’s conditions, with reference to representation, access to and share of resources (e.g. money, time, knowledge and information), norms and values related to gender.



	18. Dissemination of results

Stipulate the target audience for the results and how the results will be disseminated. Clearly state how the project results meet the requirements specified in the relevant political guidelines, and how they can be used in further decision-making processes. Indicate how the project and the results of the project will be presented and supported at national, Nordic, European and international level. It is important to have a clear strategy/plan for how the project results will be published and communicated. 



	19. Organisation

Describe the project’s organisational structure and allocation of responsibilities.



	20. Timetable
Stipulate a tangible timetable for the implementation of the project.



	21. Project participants

Administrative body
Name and address of the institution/agency, company or other organisation that will act as the administrative body. The administrative body is responsible for the operational and administrative implementation of the project. The project must be administered in accordance with the current national rules, as well as the Nordic rules stipulated in the management contract. The name and details of the contact person at the administrative body must be stated.

Auditing of the administrative body
Name and address of the agency’s auditor. The project will be audited as per inter-Nordic auditing regulations. The national auditing bodies have the overall responsibility for conducting audits of all Nordic projects. The auditing authority is entitled to request insight into any audit of a Nordic project conducted by other auditors.

Project manager

State the name and contact details of the project manager. A CV should also be attached. The project manager has professional responsibility for implementing the project in accordance with the requirements stipulated in this application and in the management contract. The project manager reports to the administrative body. The project manager must not be the same person as the contact at the administrative body.
Participants from the other Nordic countries

It is a requirement for projects funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers that at least three Nordic countries or autonomous territories are involved. In this section, account for the people from other Nordic countries who will be involved in the project. The named participants must be actively involved in the project. Participants from other Nordic countries should generally be included in the project’s steering group, if one is set up.



	22. Evaluation
Describe how the project and its implementation will be evaluated.


	23. Budget

Expenses (DKK thousands)
2011

20___

20___

Salaries/fees, incl. charges
Travel

Meetings

Result dissemination

Evaluation

Other costs

Total project expenditure
Comments on expenses: 

Funding (DKK thousand)
Self-funding

The Nordic Council of Ministers

National funding from the Nordic countries

Funds from the Adjacent Areas

EU funding

Other funding sources

Total project funding
Comments on funding:

Funding previously received from the Nordic Council of Ministers

Provide details of whether the project or the applicant has previously received funding from the Nordic Council of Ministers. This also applies if the administrative agency has previously received funds for similar projects.




Appendix 1: Funding criteria
To be eligible for grants from the Nordic Council of Ministers under the Nordic strategy for sustainable development in 2011, proposals must meet the following criteria:

· They must be clearly linked to the sustainable development strategy’s priorities on education for sustainable development and/or local co-operation on sustainable development.

· They must be cross-sectoral, innovative and generate Nordic added value.

· The project participants must be from at least three Nordic countries or autonomous territories. 
· Grants from the sustainable development can be max. 50% of the total project budget.

· Funding from the sustainable development should be seen as seed money, i.e. it must be used to help launch new initiatives. It cannot be used for longer-term operational costs.

· Projects already in receipt of funds from the sustainable development are not eligible to apply for additional funding.

In 2011, the focus will be on the following objectives and priorities in the Nordic strategy for sustainable development:

Education for sustainable development

Overall goal up to 2020: 

The Nordic countries will work for knowledge about sustainable development to be included in curricula and guidelines for elementary school, youth education, adult education and higher education.
Prioritised areas 2009–2012: 

The Nordic countries will promote education regarding sustainable development through established programmes and instruments, lead the way in the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development 2005–2014, and promote education co-operation on sustainable development and climate change.

Local co-operation on sustainable development

Overall goal up to 2020:

All of the Nordic municipalities should stand behind the Aalborg Commitments for sustainable urban development, or develop and adopt their own strategies for sustainable development.

Prioritised areas 2009–2012:

The Nordic countries will contribute to strong co-operation and exchange of experiences on local sustainability strategies and Agenda 21 between individual local authorities, across national borders and at a grassroots level. Particular consideration should be given to small communities and Arctic local authorities, with respect to their special problems and limited economies.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.norden.org/en/publications/publications/2009-727" ��http://www.norden.org/en/publications/publications/2009-727� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.norden.org/en/publications/publications/2009-727" ��http://www.norden.org/en/publications/publications/2009-727� 
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